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As an early modernist with a background in economics I sustained long-term research collaborations with a
number of art historians. It was my PhD thesis and the resulting book in 2000 to offer me the opportunity to work in
this field. I studied the social setting of art consumption and the art market in Venice from the early Renaissance to
the end of the Venetian Republic within a huge research project directed by Stefania Mason and Linda Borean, and
funded by Fondazione di Venezia from 2006 to 2009. My interests in financial history date instead from 2003 with a
one year funding project which allowed me to study the private credit networks in Italy in the late 16 th–early 17th
centuries, concentrating on the Piacenza (or ‘Bisenzone’) fairs.
My actual research interests focus on the practices and institutions that structured early modern commerce.
Using Venice as a case study I wish to analyse how the merchant firms on the lagoon conducted trade from 1570 to
1720, and how the Venetian government offered responses to their claims in a economic and political setting that
was, over the period, dramatically shifting. This research project has been supported by a full-funding award from the
Department of Humanities of Ca’ Foscari University in Venice in 2013-2014, and continued in 2016-2017 (particularly
analysing sugar trade in early modern Venice as a case study) with another funding grant from the Management
Department of Ca’ Foscari, permitting me to deepen my competence in pre-industrial firms. It is resulting in a book
currently under writing.
Over these years I have acquired experience in managing archival research, and confidence with issues
concerning the social, political, economic, cultural, and institutional dynamics of Renaissance and early modern Italy,
and of Venetian history in particular. My teaching experience at undergraduate level has extended over several
academic years (2003-2004 to 2019) at Ca’ Foscari in Venice as a Teaching Fellow for 1st and 2nd level degrees in
Macroeconomics for cultural production (Cultural Economics), and in the History of Art Markets.
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